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HADLEIGH MARKET LICENSING SCHEME – APPEAL PROCEDURES AND FEES 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report refers to procedures for appeals (disciplinary or dispute) and fee setting 
in relation to the management and administration of Hadleigh Market (held at 
Market Place, Hadleigh), which is under the direct control of Babergh District 
Council. 

1.2 The regulatory scheme in relation to the Hadleigh Market proposes that matters of 
dispute or disciplinary review are referred to the Regulatory Committee in 
appropriate cases, in line with rules of natural justice and good practice - which 
includes the right of affected persons to a fair hearing. This accords with other 
licensing related functions dispensed by the Council’s Regulatory and Licensing 
Committees, and their Sub-Committees, and market scheme licensing is within the 
remit of the Regulatory Committee in accordance with Part 3 of the Council’s 
Constitution.  

1.3 This report therefore seeks adoption of an appropriate hearing procedure and also 
seeks Member approval of a fee scheme - which is proposed to be kept under 
review at least once in every three year period in line with other discretionary 
licensing fee schemes.  

2. Recommendations 

2.1 That the Committee approve a hearing procedure, attached as Appendix A, for 
appeals relating to matters of discipline or dispute in connection with the operation 
of the Hadleigh Market scheme, and further resolve that the hearing procedure will 
take immediate effect in line with the wider regulation scheme revision. 

2.2 That the Committee approve a fee scheme, attached as Appendix B, and further 
resolve that the fee scheme will take immediate effect in line with the wider 
regulation scheme revision and be reviewed at least once in every three year 
period. 

2.3 That the Constitution of the Council be updated to reflect the decisions of this 
Committee taken in 2.1 and 2.2. 

The Committee is able to resolve 2.1 and 2.2 above and make a suitable 
recommendation to Council with regard to 2.3. 

 
  



3. Financial Implications  

3.1 This is a discretionary function related to the Council’s control of its own assets. As 
with other licensing functions, where there is a discretion for recovering the 
reasonable costs of administration, inspection and supervision of a licensing 
scheme then that should be exercised. In addition, as owner and controller of the 
land for the market the Council is entitled to make a charge for the lease/use of its 
assets and utilities. It should also be considered that in this case the market has 
potential economic, tourism and cultural significance to the town centre and also 
that the existing market trading is very limited. 

4. Legal Implications  

4.1 Failure to use fair and proportionate procedures and fee levels based on 
reasonable cost recovery may result in successful legal challenge. 

5. Risk Management 

5.1 Failure to regularly review costs and activity, and revise and consult upon fee 
levels, may impact negatively on local taxpayers.  

5.2 Given the scale and scope of market activity and the Council’s entitlement to 
manage its own assets effectively the risks are considered to be low. 

6. Consultations 

6.1 An extensive period of multi-channel consultation has taken place between the 
Council and those likely to be affected by any revisions to the local scheme. 
Ultimately the Council has significant discretion in how to manage the market, as 
both the land and the ability to operate a market on it are within its direct control. 

6.2 It is likely that a longer term strategy consultation will take place in relation to the 
future of the market in due course. The current changes are envisaged as an 
interim progression only. 

6.3 The consultation overseen by the Council’s Economic Development Team has run 
until 25 January 2016, and a summary of any feedback is attached as Appendix C 
(including the wider consultation on Hadleigh’s market). It should be noted that any 
comments relating to the appeals process and fees are directly relevant to the 
recommendations of this report, and wider general comments about the scheme will 
be progressed by officers where appropriate. 

7. Equality Analysis 

7.1 There are no equality implications arising directly from this report. This is a revision 
to an existing licence fee scheme. The Council recognises its obligations under the 
Equality Act 2010, in the exercise of its licensing functions, and shall have due 
regard to any comments received during the consultation, or individual applications, 
on equality issues.  

8. Shared Service / Partnership Implications 

8.1 Given the cross-cut nature of the Hadleigh Market scheme, this work has been 
progressed as a joint initiative between the Council’s Economic Development Team 
and Licensing Team. Asset Management and Legal Services have also had input 
into the preparatory work. 



8.2 Other Suffolk market licensing schemes have been considered as part of the 
preparatory work, although they are variable given the scale, activity and individual 
nature of their localities. Hadleigh Market is a very small scale operation in 
comparison to Sudbury, Bury St. Edmunds and Ipswich markets and is more akin to 
Framlingham and other smaller markets in Suffolk. 

9. Links to Joint Strategic Plan 

9.1 These licensing functions most closely align with - 

 supporting businesses to thrive and grow, with a particular emphasis on 
smaller and start-up concerns;  

 developing vibrant market towns; and 

 supporting safe and active communities. 
  

10. Key Information 

10.1 Babergh District Council owns the lease which entitles it (as the holder) to operate a 
market in the Market Place at Hadleigh. Babergh District Council also own the land 
upon which the market stands (Market Place) following a transfer of ownership to 
the District Council from the Hadleigh Market Feoffment Charity in 1974. Until 
recently, the Council granted long leases to individual stallholders with outdated 
controls and with limited controls or procedures being in place.  

10.2 Following the recent expiry/surrender of leases by traders, it was considered an 
opportunity to revise the current scheme pending a further exploration of the longer 
term viability, sustainability and impact of the Hadleigh Market. Most markets 
operate on a licensing scheme, so this approach was considered to be more 
appropriate than the previous outdated lease only arrangement and was 
accordingly developed by several of the Council’s officers working together, in close 
consultation with traders and town centre business/other stakeholders. 

10.3 A policy framework of ‘market regulations’ was created to set out the terms and 
conditions which must be adhered to by a trader granted a licence to trade in the 
Council’s market. These regulations define the Council’s rights as the market 
operator, and the standards and obligations the Council is placing upon a market 
trader. The Council intends to ensure that our communities and visitors receive an 
excellent standard of customer service, enjoy a positive experience and wish to visit 
and use the town centre facilities again. Hadleigh town centre provides essential 
community facilities to residents and visitors. Affordable business opportunities for 
traders make an important contribution to the Council’s priorities of supporting local 
businesses to thrive and grow and thriving and vibrant market towns. Our Market 
Towns form an integral part of the fabric of our local communities and the district’s 
wider appeal to tourists and visitors. 

10.4 Within that policy work it was considered that in addition to trying to create the right 
conditions for the market to be sustainable and to grow, it was appropriate to have 
an ‘appeals’ mechanism in place and an appropriate and transparent  fee scheme. 

10.5 Given the remit of the Regulatory Committee in Part 3 of the Council Constitution, 
and its experience of fee setting and monitoring for other licensing regimes, it is 
considered appropriate that those elements of the scheme are considered and 
approved by members of that Committee. It is important that hearing procedures 
are fair and robust, and that Members have a considered and adopted process for 
occasions when they are considering such appeals. Appeals are likely to be a very 
rare occurrence, but a process should be in place. 



10.6 Extensive development and consultation has already been undertaken and an 
Economic Development Officer will be present at the meeting and available to offer any 
support to councillors in considering the issues, in addition to the collated consultation 
feedback attached as Appendix C. 

11. Appendices  

Title Location 

A. Hadleigh Market Licensing Scheme  Hearing Procedure 

(Dispute, Adjudication or Disciplinary) 

Attached 

B. Hadleigh Market Scheme Fees and Charges Attached 

C. Economic Development Team – Survey Summary Attached 

12. Background Documents 

12.1 Market Licensing Regulations (Market Place, Hadleigh)  

http://www.babergh.gov.uk/assets/BDC-Market-Hadleigh-Regulations-Draft-Nov-2015-
WEB.pdf  
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